BEAUTIFUL INTERIORS ¢ INSPIRED LIVING

I




CONTENTS | FEBRUARY 2017

12 | HOME JOURNAL | FEBRUARY 2017

homes .

76 | CHINOISE CHARM

Hong Kong-based design firm AB Concept weaves Asian
flair into this handsome Cote d’Azure abode

E#E &G TIFZAB Conceptitia i H fCote d’AzureZ EJE A sz i B

90 | OPTICAL INFUSION

A Happy Valley haven merges Eastern and Western
influences to stunning effect

ENHNERS RN - BHTE

100 | JAPANESE INSPIRATION

A designer and ceramicist turns a Paris stable into a stylish
dwelling and studio

— (R ETRIREEREREMERE N HRE TS

112 | LABOUR OF LOVE

A Japanese inspired eco-lodge emerges from its environs
of Somme in Northern France

7AEEE ESomme) H RVIRRE R MNEIRIE T ERM S

124 | MODERN CLASSIC

Blocher Blocher Partners unites ancient traditions with a
contemporary sensibility to create a superb family home
i& % 22 Blocher Blocher Partners¥F i+ A & (LIS EEL S 84T



<55
ALTFIELD INTERIORS

Wonderful fabrics marked by

sophisticated design, intricate construction,

nuanced color palettes and timeless elegance.
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IN THIS ISSUE

Compiling our Asian Romance issue, we spoke
with industry experts and recall some of their
wise words.
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SHIKUAN CHEN | VICE PRESIDENT OF COMPAL
ELECTRONICS AND BOARD DIRECTOR OF WORLD
DESIGN CAPITAL

A lot of people think of design as an element itself but for me,
design is a tool. It's a tool to produce artefacts that improve the
lives of humans.
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MARTEN CLAESSON | CO-FOUNDER OF MULTI-

DISCIPLINARY DESIGN STUDIO CLAESSON KOIVISTO RUNE
This part of the world is on the doorstep of affecting the West. |
think Japan has already done it and without any trouble, so | am

expecting this also for Chinese design in the near future. | don't see

any obstables really.
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ED NG | CO-FOUNDER AND PRINCIPAL OF AB CONCEPT
The idea of having the Mediterranean Sea as the villa's view is
already romantic, but we've tied this in with the approach to
Asian design where we use traditional elements to uplift it with
modernised techniques. It adds a different experience of living
through the space where East meets West,
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An Fastern Affair

There are few regions which embody the depth of tradition and history we
possess in Asia. This is why, to celebrate Chinese New Year and Valentine’s Day, we
look to the East for timeless design inspiration this month. Day to day, we are so
engrossed in the frenetic lifestyle of our city that never sleeps, it's a relief to go home
to a peaceful abode that affords escape from the never-ending rush. Asian-themed
interiors accomplish exactly that by ushering in harmony and balance. The beauty of the
natural world is a common thread tying together design customs across the continent,
as is a sense of elegance and integrity. The style also has an exotic edge, but at the
same time feels restful and approachable.

We discover the universal appeal of this aesthetic, charting the influence of Asian
elements in contemporary spaces. Find yourself transported by our homes, from a
romantic villa on the Cote d'Azur (Page 76) to a modern luxe residence in Ahmedabad
(Page 124), each of which showcases graceful architecture with serene, stunning
spaces. In Report (Page 67), we unveil emerging design talents from Chinese-speaking
communities around the globe at Taipei's Golden Pin Design Awards, and judging from
this year's success, it seems as if the spotlight being shone on the philosophies and
products of the huaren community is only getting brighter and stronger, and innovative
Asian design is a continuous cause for celebration.

For those of you hoping to whisk your significant other away for a romantic
getaway, or the family all together for some cherished moments, check out Alila Anji
in Zhejiang province (Page 141) which takes you back to simpler times. Alternatively,
getinspired by Itinerary (Page 57), showcasing cool corners in Venice - undeniably one
of the most romantic cities in the world.
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EMILY LEUNG, EDITOR
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HONOURING ASIAN INFLUENCES AND ROMANTIC FLAIR, EACH OF THE ABODES SHOWCASED IN THIS ISSUE
ILLUSTRATES EXQUISITE EXPRESSIONS OF CULTURE. WHETHER IN FRANCE, INDIA OR HERE IN HONG KONG,
IT BECOMES EVIDENT THAT OUR HOMES ARE SO OFTEN INSPIRED BY BOTH IDENTITY AND ENVIRONMENT.



AB Concept unveils its first European private residence
in the Cote dAzur, which balances Asian contemporary elegance
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HOMES | COTE D’AZUR

Since launching in 1999, Hong Kong-
based design studio AB Concept has earned
a reputation in the industry as a top choice
for leading hoteliers, luxury developers and
high-end restaurants. So upon stepping into
La Corniche Villa, it's a pleasant surprise to
uncover how artistically and organically the
dynamic founders and designers, Ed Ng and
Terence Ngan, have approached this interior
project. There's the understated luxury of space,
materials and fittings that's found in all of AB
Concept’s projects — but beyond that, there are
the personal touches and consideration for the
homeowners' lifestyle, which ensure this is truly
a home away from home.

The initial brief was to create something
private and family-centric for seasonal getaways
and as a venue for gatherings. Ed and Terence
took their main inspiration from the location
on the French Riviera. "As one of the most
renowned vacation spots in the world, we took
our first pinch of seasoning from the impeccable
view of the coastline," explains Ed. "Further to
the local elements, we wanted to bring a dash of
a getaway experience - a foreign feeling that's
unique to the location."

While natural marble slabs, stone, oak
wood and plentiful natural light throughout the
residence all create a relaxed, sophisticated
villa atmosphere, the designers have chosen
decorations and objets d'art that incorporate
Asian influences as well. Bronze dividers and
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PRIVATE RETREAT

Exceptional quality natural materials
exude the luxury of a personal resort,
while retaining a sense of sanctuary
and simplicity.
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the family to come togetheri
their home away from home.
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“A SENSE OF QUALITY FRIENDS-AND-FAMILY
TIME WITH FUNCTIONALITY AND HIGHLIGHTED
VIEWS WERE OUR MAIN OBJECTIVES”

STUNNING SETTING

The view commands
attention from all aspects,
whether in the dining room
or the upstairs open plan
living area, which receives
ample illumination from
large scale skylights.
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decor along the window lacing, together with a selection of antique mirrors, exude a sense of
contemporary elegance, while brass frames provide the overall skeleton for the home. "We also
used square geometric details to line the walls and ceilings in celebration of Chinese culture, all the
while maintaining a cohesive look with the relaxed lifestyle of the Céte d'Azur," says Ed.

Spanning more than 10,000 square feet, this stunning two-storey residence is a celebration of
style, with unique features such as its own hammam sauna, a private swimming pool, and multiple
living areas and dining areas where the family can savour their cherished moments. Ed and Terence
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GREAT OUTDOORS

A neutral, organic palette of
earthy tones allows the beauty
of the natural surroundings to
take centre stage.
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wanted the interiors to correspond with the glorious surrounds and feature a relaxing sense of
comfort. The open-plan concept helped achieve this, as the living spaces seem to seamlessly flow
into one another. The designers explain, "It's quite rare to cross paths with people around the area
—it's a place to relax and to forget about daily life."

Functioning like a private resort, the home ensures everyone can indulge in some quality
downtime or socialise in the common areas as they wish. "A sense of quality friends-and-family
time with functionality and highlighted views were our main objectives, so it made sense to have an
open-concept style of living," says Ed. "We didn’t want to distract from the natural surroundings —it's
essential to preserve the location’s soul and either build around it or blend in. With the illustrious sea
views, we wanted to connect the turquoise waters with the natural stones and wood we used, which
are synonymous with the area." The designers kept to a colour scheme of organic, earthy tones that
allow the bold hues of the exterior to stand out.
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ULTIMATE OPULENCE

A hand-knotted rug designed
in collaboration with Hong
Kong-based Fort Street Studio
adds texture and depth to this
bedroom interior.

WEEE

82 Fort Street Studio&1F
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Most of the upholstery and decorative lighting in the villa was sourced from Italy, while the case
goods, dining tables and occasional tables were custom-designed by AB Concept. The hand-knotted
rugs were designed in collaboration with Fort Street Studio, adding warmth and luxury underfoot.
"One of our favourite artefacts is the double-sided embroidery in the bathroom panels, which we
added for a touch of Chinese flair," says Ed. "With the blossoming plum trees and birds, it creates a
cultural contrast with the picturesque window views of the South of France behind it."

Clearly, the designers are as delighted with the outcome of the project. "With most of the
elements so bespoke, we were able to introduce a delicate trace of Asian elements to an overall

Western space,” says Ed. "We're also really happy to see that it unites flawlessly into a graceful piece
of work." //
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