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AB Concept creates a penthouse escape where true luxury is found in comfort
and spaciousness | FBRET A BAB Concepti] & HEFEE MM ZERE
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“IT'S A PENTHOUSE, SO INSTEAD OF DESIGNING IT AS AN
ORDINARY CITY HOME, WE IMAGINED A HILLETOP COTTAGE”

When it comes to dream homes in
Hong Kong, certain elements feature on every
checklist: space, a convenient location at the
heart of the city, a beautiful view... and did
we mention space? Hong Kong-based design
firm AB Concept combines all of these coveted
characteristics in a recent Ho Man Tin project.
"While living in a villa with a massive outdoor
space is a dream of many home seekers, it's an
extremely rare find," say AB Concept co-founders
Ed Ng and Terence Ngan. "It's a penthouse,
so instead of designing it as an ordinary city
home, we imagined a hilltop cottage." It's not
necessarily an idea one might typically associate
with the height of luxury, but its modest
connotation is a perfect fit for this space, which
exudes a sense of comfortable elegance without
being ostentatious.

While not situated in a rural area by any
means, the space easily transports us from the
bustle of life in the city thanks to its mountain
views and generous amount of outdoor space.
Terraces feature on both levels of the home,
while a garden perches on the rooftop. "This
property has so much outdoor space — nearly as
much as the indoor space," say Ed and Terence.
"So we wanted to integrate the two as much as
possible."
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URBAN OASIS

Indoor space naturally blends
into outdoor space in this home.
Bronze rabbit sculptures from
Georgia Gerber add a whimsical
touch. The table set for a meal.
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“WHILE LIVING IN A VILLLA WITH A MASSIVE
OUTDOOR SPACE IS A DREAM OF MANY HOME SEEKERS,
IT'S AN EXTREMELY RARE FIND”
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A BREATH OF FRESH AIR

The flat might be located at the
centre of the city, but its lofty
perch at the top of the building
remove it from the urban bustle.
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The result is a seamless, fluid layout in which it's difficult to tell where the indoors ends and
the outdoors begins. In the dining room, it would be the most natural thing in the world for a dinner
party to spill onto the balcony for after-dinner cocktails. The sliding doors in the bedrooms, too, all
open onto private balconies. You can even head onto the balcony directly from the bedrooms’ walk-in
closets. "We decided to make it so that any of the doors would open up into a mini-garden, a bit like
a mini-getaway," say the designers. In other rooms, integrating the outdoors with the indoors has
more to do with the colour palette — the sea foam walls of the guest bedroom echo the surrounding
greenery, for instance.
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BESPOKE IS BEST

While most of the furniture is
custom, some pieces sourced
from other brands also made
it into the home: a coffee table
from Craig Van Den Brulle
mingles with the Pavel sofa by
Donghia and Fency armchair
from Nube Italia by Marco
Corti in the living area.

RADTHEY

BT REHEURESN  HE
REmENERGIGERR
& : EECraig Van Den Brulle
FIMIGESR ~ DonghiafYPavel
8 ~ EE Nube ltaliaFiMarco
Cortizg st BIFencyk F 45
EERBEOARBYIIT -

HOMES | 7O MAN TIN

Not all the charms of the home are to be found in the gardens, however. Venture deeper into the
home and you'll find thoughtful design elements that add talking points and a cool sense of style. The
architecture of the shell is almost sculptural in nature, with its free-flowing lines echoing the fluidity
of the layout. Note how the double lines of copper run along the stairs up to the ceiling of the living
room, or how the ceiling of the guest bedroom slopes down in a subtle wave. Lacquered panels in
the living room, stucco walls and stones on the floors add texture. Statement pieces also give rooms
strong focal points — take the Nimbus pendant light hanging in the dining room, or the turquoise and
gold Diversion mirror in the living room. "We always want to make sure the furniture coincides with
our design concept," say Ed and Terence. "It usually means custom-making a lot of the furniture.”

AB Concept has worked with a wide range of clients since it was first founded — primarily with
luxury hoteliers, property developers and restaurateurs around the world. (You'll experience their
work when you book a holiday at one of the properties owned by Rosewood Hotels & Resorts, when
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PRIMP AND POLISH

The views of the surroundings

were integrated even into the

bathroom. Touches of copper
add elegance while a more

colourful, whimsical aesthetic

infuses the children's room.
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TRUE BLUE

A plush blue carpet and neutral
walls add a sense of calm to the
master bedroom.
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you sit down to enjoy a cocktail at rooftop bar Cé La Vi or when you're scoping out gorgeous homes
along the Céte d'Azur.)) "The client of this particular project has known us for more than a decade,”
explain the design duo. "We always found that we shared a similar vision in design and in aesthetics.
We both believed that we would be proud of the outcome of the project, and that the design process
would be a pleasant journey."

Though the two have worked on plenty of ventures where the focus is not on an individual, a
couple, or a family, Ed and Terence find that when it comes to residential projects, a personal touch
is always key. "The design direction should always begin with the owner's personality, their habits
and lifestyle," they explain. The desire to retreat and enjoy a leisurely pace of life undoubtedly lies
at the heart of this villa in the sky. //
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