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1z SkLO

This US-Caml wun sy 4SS Ly
creativity across threo collections: objects
projects and Nghting. Drapa SKirt 9 is & naw
lighting pléce for 2017, with filne Indleldesal
glass globd suspended on fabric cablas
threaded through brass rodd. sesmingly
diaain together to creale & ikist effect. Four
glass codours are available: pale biuag. oliva,
amoks and white. sklo.com

20 Davide Groppi

Thee stand for talian manulacturer

Devide Groppl was particularty busy during
Ewroluce. Groppi's QuiQueluig deconstnucts
e farmillar pendant light that hangs

O&el Many -::lning tablaes. & light source,
recharged via a USE connection, s
magnatically attached ta & metal dish
siEpendéd from the ceiling by a fine

gl wibd. davide greppiesm

n Anglepoise

UK manuf@cturer Anglepoise showed a
nurmber of new pieces, including thasa
Mini Ceramic shades [used for pendant.
wiall light and desk lamp) that change from
gloss while (o translucent wiven llundnated
Thiz i the first time the company has

wsed cer@milcs In its collections. The 13-cm
diameter white shadas are complermenbad
by grey fabiric cables and chreme Mittings
anglepoise, com
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22 Yibia

Harticulhure 15 making a definite raiyurm to
the home and this Palma design by Antoni
arals combinag plant life with lighting.
Craphite of matt white aluminsum frameas
combene with cpal glass globes in three
chiTerant formats (two wall-msdunted,

Ol SUEpenElon | vibia com

23 Laswvit

Hang Kang-based designers Terencs Ngan
angd Ed Mg, partmeds al design practice
A0 Concept, have designed Flux, thedr
hirst peecie for Crech specialists Lagwnt.
A3 well 35 the mouth-blown clead glass,
metlallic paints have besn udad on the
mmgide of the place o avoke Tight
reflecting off the ocean surface aimd

the traces Wt By a receding tide', Flux

ig @lgo avallable ag a reladl Eiece lor Lasvit
ClStemers, ivit.com

24 FontanaArte

& number of dadsgners showed nivw
agjan-inspired lnterns in April and

Denis Guidone's Kanji family for Fontanadrte
takes s inspiration from Ming-dynasty
Chimese pordélaln. The hand-blown glass
dvffuser cormed in Dwo shades (lrgited white
af translucent glags) illuminatéd By an LED
ring that runs arcund the inside of the black
metal structure, Available as a table or
guspension laht. fantanaarte.com &



Prnje:t:

-

Finding
the sweet
spot

HEE B R E R R R
R A A L L R R R LR AR R S R N

EREEEEE R R R

R _E A @ & A E_E_ N
.'Il.l.l.l!.'r.l.l‘l"l.l..ail

L]

e e

AB Concept couldn’t say no when offered the chance
34 to design a new home - its first residential project -
on this spectacular site in the south of France

CULTURAL BLENDS area hard to achievs,

as anyona who has grown up with a foreign
culture will know, There is a natural urge

to find the swaat spot that axists in that
mix, where Both parts are allowed bo sing,
be heard and complement each other. This
hauss in the Scuth of Franee has found that
sweet spot, Created by Hong Kong design
company AB Concepl, it is a family-centric
fetaway for a Western butiness man who
already has a home In Heng Keng; a thraa-
storey willa that Is both impressive and
Subthe, sast and wast, in equal measwure.

‘The project was still under construction
before Tarance and | starbed,” says Ed Mg,
co-founder of AR Concept, with Terence
Mgan. "We received an enguiry fram France
Lo See if we would be Interested in designing
& house. When wa received the floor plans
and rendearings, we saw it as a significant
milestone for us as It would be our first
residential project in Eurspe. |1t had been
designed to accentuate and complement
the natural surroundings while the interors
presant a spacs that remains true to the
studic's design philosag by,

The layout comprises three bedrooms.
two recaption spaced. a swimming pocl,
hammarm, a guest area and library and had
already baan fairly fized by the architect,
Drespita its size and stature, the client

warnlted an undarstated fesd and chose AR
Concepls for its elegant but cross-cultural
style. This has become something of a
slgrature look for AB Concept following
prajects like the Ten Trinity Sguare, Faur
Seasans project in London, as wall as &
converied British colonlal bullding in Hong
Keomg (the Former Central Pollce Station),
which houses a luxury Chinese and Wastern
rectaurant under the sams rocf,

The villa tit= on tha Franch Riviera, sne
of the most renowned vacathon spots in the
world, and naturally wea took aur first bit of
insplration fram the impeccable view af
the coastline,” says Mg of thelr first steps.
Wea wanled to use the local slements be
contrast with a foreign fesling that iz unigue
b the lacation, hence the introduction of
elernents from Asian culture whilst merging
them with Wastern faatures. The aliant
knew we could understand such
expectations. He didnt want the Oriental
aasthelics bo ba too bold, But wanbad
something subtle that could co-exist with
thiz modern building by the French Riviera.

The seamlsss result has been achieved
willh & blend of sxotic rmaterials associated
with the east for all the detailing of the key
stand-out pieces in the hame, of which
there are many, These inchede the large
scale cabinetry fronted with seclions of

Studio.

shagraen leather; mother-of-pearl cladding
an tha walls of the reception areas; baspoke
bronze arlental motifs over custom glass
panals, angd the markde used so much in the
East which was equally perfect for a South
of France property. At the request of the
clignt these were all sourced from, and pra-
made in, China,

“When the client asked ws to appoint a
contracior in China, we thought it was werny
brave of him, as logistically, it could hava
besan & mess,” says MNg. 'The home's interiors
veara prafabricated in the workshop and
evary single plece, from a vanity countar
te tha doors were disassembled, put into
cantainers and then reassembled on site,
This was a big challenge, requiring a ot of
pracise co-prdination and site visits ta the
workshop as well as the acbeal site, With
great co-ardimation between the workshog,
Franch architects and extremaly skillful
wirkers, everything turmed out perfectly
and ended up being quite seamless. So
the rmoral af the skary is that gaographic
“hindrances” really shouldn't be hindrances
at all In design these days.’

Given the baautiful Bght of the Cote
g AzZur. one key airm was to keep the space
as open and reflective as possibla, In the
antrance hall and first reception roorm the
afere-mentionad mix of mothar-of-pearl
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andd traverting marbde are a typlcal exampla
of the clever ute of malaerials throughout.

We ried 1o wLe a5 mueh glacs as possible
a1 the ceilirg shylight to allow natural Bghting
b shed theaugh. The living ream and dining
radn fleating ane light beige filled traverting
maible and all other areas are wice plank
umky oak,’ ways Mg, There is alsc a glass
stalrcase that sits in the middlie of the houss
and really is tha core of this villa, Conslstent
throughout tha antire homa, the shehling
uilts aleng with solas and uphoistery wera
a mix of bespoke cabinelrny deslgned by
Tarence and myself as well as items from
the homeownars personal collection.

A purpase-built Bookshell extends from
tha top Moor down bo the basement, which
leyhibyihls Uhe vernicanty of Uhis wvilla and sizo
allows for Uhe client to enjey the Dlue sky
throughout tha yvear. It serves as the main
daylight seures througheat the building with
milnirmal usage of artificial llghting.

Down thoe staircase at the garden el
it @ marble-tepped, wosd base ctandalene
biar standing prowd in frent of the Noear-to-
aling windaw, as well as more of the
Baautiful shagraan cabinstry which alzo acts
a% a door which leads to the stairsell. On
this floor there are alse guest guariers, plus
an office spate, a second guast bedrsam
andl garden Werrace.

Above this are thae master juite and 2

Uwrd bedroom jpace and Dalthiroom. n

thie master suile the client egquested a
continuation of the fesling of understated
luxury which has clearly bean achieved

This dotailing i evident in the slighthy mone
elaborate versions of the Chingse style minl
sereens, this timeé In cak rathér tham brondé,
The bad's pleasingly curved headboard s In
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Top right The site has
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Carvas by Hermes and sheer curtaing hayve
boon widd Lo diffuse Ui Bhl. with Blackout
blinds integrated into The window gystenm,
At night, the shutter comes down 1o provide
extra sacurity and full & full Blackeut affect,
Tha bathreoms ia the home ang

definitety the location of some of the mMmost
knock-tul festures of the property. Again
thera it the caoling feel created by martsle
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finiish to thiese bsdranms them rmain Bathroom spacne in the batheooes smplicity of the house

byt this timae mixed with the mare hembla
material of limestane at its centra,

‘Tha inspiration here cames Trom
traditional Chinese arl.” describes Mg,
nciuding nearly trangparent embrosdarad
double-sided silkscresns Lo cover the
windows. As an exbengion to the tree
branches cutside that are visikle from the
space, the silkscreens include embroidered
floweer branches and birds, a further refarance
to off indoor-cutdadt living. Whilst the
scraens allow ample natural lght to fliood the
space, thay also Lerve a5 dividers for privacy.
It's quite a raw fealbure, but we tied the antire
bathrocmm together with & bathtul made of i ML i
sanded limestene. This surprlsing central = il |
feature breaks up the luxiny assoclatad
wikh tme seukl af Framnss Lo bring 0 tho
naturalness of the surrcunding emaronment.’ L Hik

AR Concept has certainly delivered tha '| I ””" i
client’s aim fnra_ subtle crass-culbwral vision c 5 - -
a wery “feng shui*-style balance has boan : )
achieved in the convergence of eastem and
weestern cultural styles, tranguility and
grandeur, opulence and calm.

“We fully understand that culbures can
co-axist with others harmoniously and ey
all influence each othar,” concludas Mg,
cragting the most interesting visuals when
multiple cultures are blended together.’
abeoncepb.nat B
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