Jul 2017 | No.360

fl’l/n \ i f

L Cover Sfory
\sﬁ '

ﬂ REBOE
Bold Embrace

Spe :al Supplement

= ,’ra,-‘_«

S GESHH

Klyruo sioiisiu| [enbuijig v
008 0



204

hong kong design elites
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Renowned design company AB Concept have earned
an international reputation for prestige over the years,
but the co-founders Ed Ng and Terence Ngan refuse to
confine their creativity despite their success, preferring
to blend cultures and contexts into ecach project, telling

their stories through each design.
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Co-founder of AB Concept, Ed Ng has worked in interior design since graduating from Hong
Kong Polytechnic University 25 years ago, during which time he has completed a host of
impressive projects including several well-known hotels, leading hospitality venues and several

commercial units. He is also the Vice Chairman of the Asia-Pacific Hotel Design Association

&R |l Terence Ngan
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AB Concept co-founder Terence
Ngan is a graduate of the University of Toronto, and since leaving, his illustrious career even
earned him a Wave of the Future award from popular magazine Hospitality Design in 2010. He

is also architect in chief at AB Concept
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ince they first established AB Concept in Hong Kong more than 20 years ago, infernafionally renowned design duo Ed Ng and

Terence Ngan have built their practice info a luxury design powerhouse. Renowned for their sensual, multilayered style, architectural

use of space and meticulous detailing, the pair draw on a wide range of cultural influences to create exceptional interiors for some of the

most beautiful hotels, restaurants clubs and private homes in the world. However, the team are keen to stress their own unique interpretation

of the ferm luxury, which is clearly articulated in their designs through an unmistakeable sense of comfort.

Mutual appreciation

Blessed with two complementary talents — Ng specialises in
inferior design while Ngan has expertise in architecture — the
pair initially joined forces due to their mutual appreciation
for aesthetics and form. However, their personah’lies and
approach are equally as diverse as their skill sets, and
while Ngan is meficulous and fastidious, noticing finy flaws
that would typically escape the human eye, Ng tends to
view th\'ngs from mu\fip|e cng|es, prefem’ng to focus on the
bigger picture at hand. Together, their individual approaches
combine to create the yin and yang of design.

But how did this unique partnership come to life? Already
acquaintances, the design duo often met to discuss the
various projects they had completed, asking each other
questions about how they had arrived at the final concept
or overcome a particular challenge. Obviously, they
occasionally disagreed, however according to Ng, “Criticism
makes an important part of design, and perfect designs are
possible only if one accepts other's criticism.” As such, when
the timing was right, they decided fo work together, and so

AB Concept was born.

Stories through space

According o the designers, each project presents a unique
space, and as such the team at AB Concep! adopts a
different style for each in order to conjure up the perfect
narrative-driven interior. However, Ng also believes that
— just like good storytelling — it is also essential that good
design first consider the overall sefting and sequence
of events, in addition to how the plot develops as you
progress through the property. After this, it's important to
proper\y articulate the brand positioning, past, present and
future, in order to tell the sfory, introducing an experiential

perspective that ensures people feel at home in the finished

deve|opmem. In order to achieve this, the designers invest
a significant amount of time discussing the project with their
clients before coming up with the concept, which should
perfectly project and redlise their ideas and visions.

As a result of this especio”y phi|osophico| approoch, the
studio has built a reputation in the luxury hospitality and
residence, unique dining destinations and commercial
sectors, working with leading hotel operators including Four
Seasons Hotels and Resorts, Rosewood Hotels, Mandarin
Oriental and W Hotels as well as select restaurateurs and
prestigious residence from Hong Kong's iconic landmarks
to the sought-after coastline of Cote d'Azur. Their projects
have an enduring qum\ﬁy and demonstrate f|uency between

aesthefic vernaculars of east and west.
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Hong Kong design

When asked about his thoughts on the development of the
Hong Kong inferior design indusiry in recent years, Ng
has an exiremely positive response, saying, "Hong Kong's
interior designers are increasingly earning attention from
all around the globe. In the past, the most famous projects
were typ\'co”y comp|eted by Western designers, but now
Hong Kong's up and coming designers are increasingly
winning projects all over the world, demonstrating their
talents on the global stage.”

And while Ng believes this trend will continue in the years
to come, he is also keen to play a role in helping the
next generation of architects and interior designers hone
their skills and push the boundaries, and even hopes to
refurn fo his alma mater soon in order fo share and inspire

younger designers. 4

FREREFAMIE Il Prince Park Tokyo




